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WikiLeaks web page showing American embassy messages

SECRET MESSAGES EMBARRASS THE USA

On 28th November WikiLeaks displayed

220 documents on its website. The docu-

ments are mostly messages,

or cables, sent by diplomats to their

headquarters in the USA, from American
around the world.

WikiLeaks also sent the cables to five
well-known newspapers — The New York
Times, in the USA; The Guardian, in the
UK; Le Monde, in France; Der Spiegel,
in Germany; and El Pais, in Spain. These
newspapers, and many others all around
the world, then began writing articles about
what was said in the private messages.

WikiLeaks claims it has been given
around 250,000 American diplomatic ca-
bles. It says it plans to publish all of them,
via the five newspapers and its website,
over the next few months.

WikiLeaks is an organisation that was
set up four years ago by Julian Assange.
Mr Assange, who is 39 years old, is from

Australia. Some people describe him as
a computer hacker. He says he set up
WikilLeaks so people who have access
to documents that governments or large
companies want to hide can post them on
the internet. When secret, or confidential,
information appears in newspapers or on
a website, it is called a leak. People who
take the risk of making secret documents
public are often described as ‘leakers’ or
‘whistleblowers’.

A 23-year-old American soldier
called Bradley Manning is believed to
be the whistleblower who passed the
diplomatic cables to WikiLeaks. He was
working in lrag, where he is thought to
have managed to copy the data from a
military computer onto a CD. The soldier
has also been accused of passing tens of
thousands of secret American military
documents to WikiLeaks about the wars
in Irag and Afghanistan. He is now being
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held under arrest at a military base
in the USA.

The American government dis-
covered WikiLeaks had copies of
the diplomatic cables a few days
before the stories began to appear in
the newspapers. It immediately con-
tacted many countries to warn them
what was about to happen. This was
because the leaked cables contain
details of private meetings between
important people and American dip-
lomats working in their countries.

Julian Assange

The cables contain conversations
held in places such as China, South
Korea, Pakistan, Russia, the Mid-
dle East, South America, Europe,
and Africa.

Although most of the informa-
tion in the leaked cables is not re-
ally secret, a lot of what’s in them is
embarrassing for the USA. For in-
stance, some of the cables criticised
European leaders including David
Cameron, the prime minister of the
UK; Nicolas Sarkozy, the president
of France; Silvio Berlusconi, the
prime minister of Italy; and Angela
Merkel, the chancellor of Germany.
The president of Venezuela, Hugo
Chévez, is described as ‘crazy’.

Most of the first cables released
were from countries in the Middle
East. The messages seem to show
many of them distrust the leaders of
Iran. The USA and several European
countries have accused Iran of devel-
oping nuclear weapons, although it
denies this. The messages show that
several Arab countries, such as Saudi

Arabia, have been urging the USA to
bomb Iran and its nuclear facilities.
Yet these Arab countries have never
said these things in public.

On 29th November Hillary Clin-
ton, a senior American politician,
apologised to the world for the leak
of the diplomatic cables. She insist-
ed they had been stolen. Mrs Clin-
ton also said the leaks will cause
many problems and even endanger
the lives of a few people mentioned
in them.

Some have said the leak is a good
thing. They think it’s important for
people to know what the world’s
leaders and senior politicians really
think about other countries, espe-
cially when they say different things
in public. Others disagree. They be-
lieve the leaks may make countries
distrust the USA and each other, and
therefore they will be less willing to
have any private meetings or talks.

The American government is
now trying to work out if Mr As-
sange, WikilLeaks’s boss, has bro-
ken any laws. As he is Australian,
some Australian judges have been
asked if Mr Assange can be arrested
for what he has done.

Mr Assange is now thought to
be living at a secret address in the
UK. On 1st December the Interna-
tional Criminal Police Organization
(Interpol) put Mr Assange on its
‘most wanted’ list for a crime he is
accused of committing in Sweden.
The Swedish police say he attacked
two women. Mr Assange insists the
women and the Swedish authorities
have deliberately made the story up
so they can arrest him.

Mr Assange claims a whistle-
blower in a large American bank has
recently sent WikiLeaks a new set
of secret documents. These, he says,
will also be displayed on the WikiLe-
aks website in the near future. &

‘SQUIDWORM’ DISCOVERED

Oceanographers — scientists who
study life in the oceans — say they
have discovered a new species.
The ‘squidworm’, as it has been
called, was found at a depth of
3,000 metres (9,840 feet) under the
Celebes Sea, between Indonesia and
the Philippines.

The unusual-looking creature has
eight tentacles that come from its
head. Two are used for feeding while
the others are a form of gills through
which the worm breathes. Each ten-
tacle is as long as the worm’s whole
body — up to about nine centimetres
(3.5 inches). The worm also has six
pairs of feathery ‘whiskers’ on its
head. Along its body the worm has
‘paddles’ that propel it through the
water. The young are transparent,
while the adult worms are brown
in colour.

The worms feed on tiny organ-
isms called plankton and what’s
known as ‘marine snow’. This is
bits and pieces of organisms that
live closer to the surface of the sea.
As the bits break off the organisms,
they gradually sink down to where
the squidworms live.

Squidworm

The squidworm was first discov-
ered during an undersea explora-
tion in 2007. Since then scientists
have been studying it and learning
about its behaviour. They also com-
pared the animal to other similar
species to make sure it is definitely
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something new that has not been
discovered before.

The reason the discovery is im-
portant, say scientists, is the squid-
worm could be a ‘missing link’
between species that live only on
the seabed and those that live in the
sunnier waters closer to the surface.
The unusual features on the worm’s
body seem to be adaptations to the
dark deep waters close to the seabed.
This interests the scientists because
it seems the worm has evolved to
live in this ‘in-between’ space.

What is most surprising to the
oceanographers is that the squid-
worm seems to be quite common to
the area in which it was found. Sev-
eral individual squidworms were
spotted on different undersea dives.
The scientists are therefore amazed
the species had not been found be-
fore. Although experts say the Earth
has numerous undiscovered life
forms, most of these are believed to
be very tiny (such as bacteria) and
not large enough to be easily seen
swimming in the ocean. &I

WHY MAMMALS RULE THE EARTH

Palaeontologists — scientists who
study animal and plant fossils — say
they are now sure the extinction of
the dinosaurs is the reason mam-
mals are the dominant species on
the Earth today.

The scientists came to their con-
clusion after doing a two-year study
of the mammal fossil record. The
“fossil record’ is the name given to
all the fossils kept in museums and
other collections around the world.

Dinosaurs lived on the Earth be-
tween an estimated 220 and 65 mil-
lion years ago. The very first mam-
mals are thought to have evolved
around 200 million years ago.

NewsCAsT

TINY POLICE OFFICER — A Japanese
police force has welcomed its
newest officer — a tiny longhaired
dog named Momo. The Chihua-
hua passed a test to become a
member of search-and-rescue
teams. These police teams oper-
ate when there has been a disas-
ter such as an earthquake. Search
and rescue dogs go into damaged
and collapsed buildings to look
for survivors. The officers in the
police force say Momo should be
able to fit into much smaller spac-
es among earthquake-damaged
buildings than the usual larger
search-and-rescue dogs. Many
people have now nicknamed
Momo ‘the world’s smallest
police dog’.

During the time of the dinosaurs
most mammals were very small —
about the same size as mice and rats.
The dinosaurs died out 65 mil-
lion years ago. Most scientists now
think a large asteroid striking the
Earth caused their extinction. A
huge impact like this would have
caused earthquakes, wildfires, huge
tidal waves, and a change in the
Earth’s climate that lasted for many
years. Yet, whatever wiped out the
dinosaurs did not kill all the mam-
mals. Scientists think one reason for
this may have been that some lived
in burrows deep underground.
Mammals’ teeth are often well
preserved. And from fossilised teeth
it’s possible for palaeontologists to
work out the size of an animal. The
fossil record shows that after the di-
nosaurs died out, mammals began
to evolve into much bigger crea-
tures quite quickly. The scientists
say it took only about 25 million
years for mammals to evolve into

huge animals, sometimes known as
‘megafauna’. In terms of evolution,
25 million years is a short period
of time.

Many of the mammals that
evolved were much bigger than any
of those that live on the Earth today,
including elephants. One example
is the now-extinct indricotherium.
This animal, which grew to a height
of 5.5 metres (18 feet) and weighed
17 tonnes, was a herbivore, or plant-
eater. Indricotheriums lived in what
is now Europe and Asia around 34
million years ago. Another was the
elephant-like  deinotherium, also
called the ‘hoe tusker’, because of
the shape of its tusks. It lived in Af-
rica, Europe and Asia between 8.5
and 2.7 million years ago.

The scientists think mammals
were able to evolve into larger crea-
tures so quickly because the dino-
saurs disappeared. This meant they
no longer had any competition for
living space or food. The palaeon-
tologists believe one of the reasons
some mammals became so big was
so they could travel over long dis-
tances for food. Also, in colder cli-
mates, larger mammals are able to
keep their body temperature warmer
than smaller ones can.

African
Elephant

Indricotherium  Deinotherium

Chart comparing the size of ancient mammals
with a modern-day elephant and human (IMPPS)

The scientists are not sure why
these larger mammals died out. But,
they say, it could have had some-
thing to do with climate change and
competition for food. &
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A team of astronomers using a large telescope
in Chile has discovered a new planet that was
formed far away in another galaxy.

Unlike stars, planets do not emit their own
light, so they do not ‘shine’. This makes them
very difficult for us to see. But planets always go
round, or orbit, stars. Our Sun is a star, and the
Earth — together with Mercury, Venus, Mars, Ju-
piter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune - orbit it. This
group of planets orbiting our Sun is called the
Solar System.

The Sun is just one of between 200 billion and
400 billion stars in our galaxy — the Milky Way.
Twenty years ago everyone thought the only
planets in the whole Universe were those in our
Solar System. However, in the 1990s astronomers
started discovering other planets orbiting distant
stars. Planets that are not
part of our Solar System are
known as exoplanets or ex-
trasolar planets. Now nearly
500 exoplanets have been
found orbiting other stars in
the Milky Way.

When planets orbit stars,
they sometimes block or dis-
turb the light coming from

, or ‘wobble’, of a distant star’s light
that astronomers can work out if the star has an
exoplanet, or several exoplanets, orbiting it.

The newly discovered exoplanet has been giv-
en a ‘code number’ — HIP 13044 b - rather than
a name. Its sun, which is about 2,000 light years
from the Earth, is called HIP 13044. A light year is
the distance light travels in one year, or about 9.5
trillion kilometres (six trillion miles).

Yet HIP 13044 b is very different from other
recently discovered exoplanets. Although it and
its star are now in the Milky Way, they have an
exciting past — both originally come from a dif-
ferent part of the Universe.

HIP 13044 and its orbiting exoplanet are in
a region called the Helmi stream. This group of
stars once belonged to another smaller galaxy

A PLANET FROM ANOTHER GALAXY

by Anna Grayson

separate from the Milky Way. Between six and
nine billion years ago the bigger Milky Way swal-
lowed up this little galaxy. That may sound like
something from science fiction, but astrono-
mers are certain this happened. They call it
‘galactic "

Astronomers believe there are more than 100
billion galaxies in the Universe. So the reason
astronomers are excited by the discovery of HIP
13044 b is that it suggests exoplanets also ex-
ist in other galaxies in the Universe, not just the
Milky Way.

A working for the Royal Astro-
nomical Society in London, in the UK, said: ‘This
means that planets probably exist in all the gal-
axies in the Universe, and that’s a lot of planets.
With that many planets there must be a reason-
able chance of there being
another planet like ours with
life on it.’

However, HIP 13044 b is al-
most certainly not the home
of any life. Similar to Jupi-
ter in our Solar System, it is
largely made of gas. Also the
exoplanet’s staris probably at
least ten billion years old, and

that star. It's by recording the Avtists impression of HIP 13044 and HIP 13044 b (ESO) nearing the end of its life. The

star is at a stage known as a red giant. Although
it was almost certainly very similar to our Sun at
one time, it has now expanded to a gigantic size.
It's possible it has swallowed up some exoplanets
that were nearer to it as it has got bigger and big-
ger. HIP 13044 is now much cooler than our Sun,
and glows red rather than white.

Astronomers think our Sun is about 4.5 billion
years old. They predict that in about five bil-
lion years, it too will turn into a red giant. When
it does it will expand and swallow up the inner
planets of our Solar System. So, although HIP
13044 and HIP 13044 b were formed many light
years away, in a different part of the Universe,
they are giving astronomers a glimpse of what
will eventually happen to our own little planet,
the Earth.
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NATO MEETING

Leaders of the 28 member countries
of NATO held a summit, or meeting,
in Lisbon, the capital of Portugal, on
19th and 20th November. Although
Russia is not a member of NATO its
president, Dmitry Medvedev, was
also invited.

LISBONNE

SUMMIT 19-20 X1 2010 SOMMET

NATO is an alliance. Its name
stands for North Atlantic Treaty
Organization. NATO’s current Sec-
retary-General, or leader, is Anders
Fogh Rasmussen, a former prime
minister of Denmark.

The alliance was set up after the
end of the Second World War (1939
— 1945). At this time the USA and
many countries in Western Europe
had become enemies of the Rus-
sian-led Soviet Union. Since then
several other countries have joined
NATO. Some, such as Hungary
and Estonia, were even once part
of the Soviet Union. These coun-
tries became independent after the

Soviet Union collapsed and broke
up in 1990.

NATO members agree to send
military forces to help if another
member country is attacked. Since
2003 troops from many NATO
countries have been fighting a war
in Afghanistan against a political
and tribal group called the Taliban.

The war in Afghanistan began in
2001 after the USA led an invasion
of the country. It did this because a
militant group called al-Qaeda had
attacked the USA. At the time al-
Qaeda had its training bases in Af-
ghanistan and was supported by the
Taliban. In 2003 other NATO mem-
ber countries agreed to send troops
to Afghanistan to help the USA and
the new Afghan government.

In the recent past, led by the
USA, NATO has been planning to
set up a ‘missile shield’ in several
Eastern European countries that are
NATO members. The USA says the
shield is designed to protect Eu-
rope, the USA, and Canada from
any long-range missiles fired from
countries in the Middle East, such as
Iran. Yet plans for the shield upset
Russia because it was to be so close
to the Russian border.

During the meeting President
Medvedev and the leaders of the
NATO countries made an agreement
about the shield. Now it will be set
up with help from Russia, and be

NATO MEMBER COUNTRIES
Albania Estonia Latvia Slovakia
Belgium France Lithuania Slovenia
Bulgaria Germany Luxembourg Spain
Canada Greece Norway The Netherlands
Croatia Hungary Poland Turkey
Czech Republic  Iceland Portugal United Kingdom
Denmark Italy Romania USA

designed to protect Russia as well
as the other countries.

On the second day of the summit
Hamid Karzai, the president of Af-
ghanistan, was invited to attend. The
war in his country was discussed.
A plan was agreed that means all
NATO troops involved in the fight-
ing will leave Afghanistan by the
end of 2014. However, NATO lead-
ers said they will continue to help
with the training of the Afghan army
and police force after this date. &

NoRrTH AND SouTH KOREA
ATTACKS

On 23rd November North and South
Korea began firing artillery shells
and rockets at each other. The bom-
bardment lasted for just over one
hour. Some experts said this ‘mili-
tary engagement’ is the most serious
incident to have happened since the
end of the Korean War in 1953.

North and South Korea have a
troubled history. They used to be
one country before being taken over
by Japan in 1910. After Japan was
defeated at the end of the Second
World War in 1945, the Americans
occupied the south of the country
and the Russians the northern part.
Each organised a different system of
government. The USA introduced
democratic elections in the South
and Russia set up a communist gov-
ernment in the North.

In 1950 the Korean War started
when the North invaded the South.
The United Nations (UN) — using
mostly American troops — sup-
ported the South. The Chinese
helped the North. A truce was
agreed in 1953. Today’s border
between the countries is known as
the De-Militarized Zone (DMZ2). It
follows the line where the two
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armies faced each other when the
truce was declared.

At the end of the war the South
still occupied several islands close
to North Korea in the Yellow Sea.
The South and the UN claims the
DMZ border follows a line out to
sea that it calls the Northern Limit
Line (NLL). The North disagrees. It
says the line of the sea border should
be to the south of the islands and
the NLL. It calls this the Military
Demarcation Line.

Northern
Limit
Line

l NORTH KOREA
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On 23rd November troops from
South Korea held a training exercise.
They began firing shells into the sea
from large guns on an island called
Yeongpyeong. This island is close to
both the NLL and North Korea. The
North complained that it was not a
training exercise, but a threat. It then
began firing at the island.

Fighter jets were sent by the
South to attack the North Korean
guns. The South Korean guns on
the island also started firing back at
the North. Most of the 1,700 peo-
ple who live on Yeongpyeong were
evacuated by fishing boats. Two
civilians and two soldiers on the
island were killed.

When they heard the news many
South Koreans were worried an-
other war was about to break out.
Most blamed North Korea for what
had happened.

Eight months ago a South Ko-
rean navy ship was sunk close to the
NLL. Almost half of the 100 sailors

on board were drowned. Most peo-
ple believe a North Korean subma-
rine sank the ship. Yet North Korea
denies this.

North Korea is a secretive coun-
try, but it has admitted that it has
developed nuclear weapons. Many
people worry that these will be
used to threaten other countries in
the region.

China is one of the only coun-
tries that frequently talks with North
Korea. A few days after the Yeong-
pyeong Island bombardment China
sent officials to North and South
Korea. It said this was to discuss
how to make sure these types of in-
cidents do not happen again.

The USA, which supports South
Korea, sent one of its aircraft carri-
ers to the Yellow Sea. It explained
that it had done this so it could take
part in a training exercise with South
Korean navy ships. &

WiNDows AT 25

The 25th anniversary of the sale of
the first Windows computer oper-
ating system was on 20th Novem-
ber. The Microsoft

installed on them. This means over
one billion people use the company’s
software. Microsoft makes many
millions of dollars both from its
Windows operating system and from
a product called Office, which in-
cludes Word, Powerpoint, Excel and
other applications.

Bill Gates and Paul Allen
founded Microsoft in 1975. Today
Mr Gates is one of the richest peo-
ple in the world. He has partly re-
tired from his job, but still acts as
Microsoft’s chairman.

Twenty-five years ago Windows
1.0 took over from Microsoft’s MS-
DOS, or MicroSoft-Disk Operating
System. This system was based on
typed commands, and not graphics
or icons. So Windows 1.0 was the
first Microsoft operating system to
use graphics. As it could be used
on computers made by lots of dif-
ferent companies, it soon became
very popular.

Windows 1.0 included a calcula-
tor, control panel, notepad, calendar
and clock. However, open windows
on the screen could not overlap.
Instead they had to appear tiled, or
side-by-side or below or above each

ULeu Special Flle Edlt Search

Company created |.
the operating sys- ¢
tem, which itnamed |
Windows 1.0.
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ages the computer’s

hardware and allows the computer
user to run different programmes
and applications.

Microsoft is the world’s larg-
est software company. Experts say
today about 90% of the world’s
computers have Microsoft software

Windows 1.0 screenshot
other. Only dialogue boxes could
appear on top of open windows.

Windows 1.0 was sold for two
years before the Windows 2.0 oper-
ating system was produced in 1987.
This upgraded system had several im-
provements, including overlapping
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windows. The company’s latest op-
erating system, Windows 7, was
launched last October. £

400-YEAR-OLD MURDER MYSTERY

In November, Czech and Danish
historians opened a tomb in a church
in Prague, the capital of the Czech
Republic. The tomb they wanted to
investigate belongs to Tycho Brahe,
a famous astronomer from Den-
mark. He was buried in the church,
in 1601, just over 400 years ago.

Tycho Brahe

Some historians suspect the as-
tronomer died because he was poi-
soned. The team was granted special
permission to take samples from Ty-
cho Brahe’s body to try to find out
how and why he died.

Tycho Brahe was born in 1546
in an area of Denmark that is now
part of Sweden. He was interested in
taking measurements of the move-
ments of the planets. He also dis-
covered a supernova — a star that has
exploded. Brahe was known as ‘the
man with the golden nose’. This is
because, during a duel after a disa-
greement with another man, part of
his nose was cut off. Later he wore a
false nose, which he had made him-
self out of gold and silver.

In 1599 Tycho Brahe had an ar-
gument with the Danish king. The
king disliked the astronomer be-
cause he had become close to the
king’s mother. Tycho Brahe then
went to live in Prague, where he
was welcomed by Emperor Rudolph
the Second. At the time the emperor
ruled the Holy Roman Empire,
which included most of what is now
central Europe.

In the 1990s a test was done on a
few hairs from Tycho Brahe’s beard.
These had been taken from his tomb
when it was opened many years ago.
The hairs were found to contain a
large amount of mercury.

Another clue to Brahe’s death,
say historians, is a recently discov-
ered diary written by a distant cous-
in of his. Eric Brahe’s diary shows
that in 1601 he travelled to Prague.
He met up with Tycho Brahe and the
two men became good friends. But
in the same year Tycho died at the
age of 54.

Some people think the Danish
king sent Eric Brahe to poison his
distant cousin with mercury. Oth-
ers believe the famous astronomer
may have been poisoned by Johan-
nes Kepler. As a young man Kepler
worked for Tycho Brahe in Prague.
Later he too became a famous as-
tronomer. He was the first person
to work out exactly how the planets
travel around the Sun. Those who
suspect Kepler say he murdered Ty-
cho Brahe to get hold of his astro-
nomical measurements. These were
very valuable, as they had taken
Brahe many years to record.

The leader of the historians that
opened Tycho Brahe’s tomb says
they want to find out more about his
life and how he died. But proving the
astronomer was poisoned is likely to
be difficult. This is because, in those
days, it was not unusual for people

to take small amounts of mercury
because they believed it cured cer-
tain illnesses. So if ‘the man with the
golden nose’ had done this, it might
explain why mercury was found in
the hairs of his beard. O

NEw ZEALAND MINE DISASTER

On 19th November an explosion in
a coal mine in New Zealand trapped
29 men working underground. Res-
cue teams were not able to enter the
Pike River mine because of danger-
ous gasses. Several more under-
ground explosions happened in the
following days. After the second
explosion, on 24th November, the
police chief in charge of the rescue
teams said he believed all the men
had been killed.

Just after the first explosion one
man, who had been working 2.25
kilometres (1.4 miles) from the en-
trance of the mine, called the mine’s
control centre on a telephone line.
He said he had seen a large flash. He
put on special emergency breathing
equipment and began to walk out.

DoueH THIEF — A thief in New
York City, in the USA, made a big
mistake when he planned to steal
money from the owners of a pizza
restaurant. The man watched the
owners close the restaurant for the
night and put their bags into their
vehicle. He followed them home
and is reported to have attacked
them and fired a gun when they
got out of the car. He managed to
steal one of the bags. But when
the police caught the thief, the
bag turned out to contain not the
money from that day’s sales, but
pizza dough.
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On his way he found another man
lying on the ground, and helped him
to get to the entrance. The two men
were taken to hospital but were not
badly injured. But another 29 men
— 24 from New Zealand, two from
the UK, two from Australia, and one
from South Africa — were still inside
in the mine.

When people heard the news
many thought about the recent mine
rescue in Chile. There 33 men were
all safely brought to the surface
after being trapped underground
for 69 days. But the two mines are
very different.

The Chilean mine is a gold and
copper mine dug into hard rock. The
men were trapped 700 metres (2,300
feet) underground because parts
of the mine had collapsed. In New
Zealand the mine passages follow
softer seams of coal. In coalmines
there is a chance that dangerous
gasses, such as methane, can build
up. The explosion happened about
120 metres (394 feet) underground
and it did not cause any of the mine
to collapse.

Entrance to the Pike River mine

Relatives of the missing men
travelled to the entrance of the
mine. Some were angry that no res-
cue attempts were being made. But
the people in change said the mine
was full of poisonous gasses. They
insisted it was too hazardous for res-
cue teams to enter. They informed
everyone that the 29 men had emer-
gency breathing equipment which

should give them enough oxygen to
reach a safe part of the mine.

Two special robots were used to
go into the mine. One broke down,
but the other showed a picture of a
miner’s helmet with its light still on.

A hole was drilled down from
the surface to the place where it was
thought the men might be. Rescu-
ers hoped there would be fresh air
in this part of the mine. But gas
testing equipment showed it was
full of methane and carbon mon-
oxide. A camera was lowered into
the hole, but there was no sign of
the men.

Some experts think a crack in the
wall of the mine allowed natural gas
to enter. This mixed with methane
gas and exploded. Special monitor-
ing equipment in the mine is meant
to sound an alarm if there is a build-
up of dangerous gasses. Yet this did
not seem to have worked.

John Key, the prime minister of
New Zealand, says the government
will set up an inquiry to find out ex-
actly what happened in the mine. &

BAIL-0UT FOR IRELAND

A special European Union (EU)
meeting was held in Brussels, the
capital of Belgium, on 28th No-
vember. Finance ministers from EU
member countries attended. During
the meeting it was agreed that Ire-
land, an EU member, would be of-
fered as much as €85 billion (E72
billion) in extra loans. This money,
which some people describe as a
‘bail-out’, will be used to try to solve
many of Ireland’s money problems.

Ireland is a member of the Eu-
rozone. This means it’s one of
16 EU member countries, out of
a total of 27, that use the euro as
their currency.

Other EU countries and the In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF)
will provide the money for the
bail-out. The IMF is based in the
USA. It has 186 member coun-
tries. One of the IMF’s jobs is to
give financial help and advice to its
members. It will also agree to lend
money to them if they cannot bor-
row it from anywhere else. Most
countries try to avoid borrowing
money from the IMF because in
return they have to obey very strict
IMF rules.

Ireland’s prime minister, Brian Cowan

Last year Greece, another mem-
ber of the Eurozone, had to accept
a similar bail-out. Financial experts
predict that some EU countries have
borrowed too much money and will,
in future, find it difficult to pay it
all back. They have nicknamed this
group of countries ‘PIGS’ — Portu-
gal, Ireland, Greece and Spain.

However, Ireland’s problems
are different from those that affect
Greece. In Greece it was the govern-
ment that was spending too much
money. Yet in Ireland the problem
has been the banks.

In the past banks in Ireland lent
large amounts of money to com-
panies to build new offices and
houses. To do this they too had to
borrow large amounts of money.
Yet due to the money problems
that have affected many countries
the banks have been unable to pay
back the loans. This meant the
banks were in danger of going out
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of business. If this were to happen,
people who keep their money in ac-
counts at those banks would lose all
their savings.

To avoid this the Irish govern-
ment has decided to guarantee the
banks’ debts. This means if the
banks cannot repay the money they
have borrowed, the government
will. Some people think this is a
mistake, as it has now been discov-
ered the banks owe much more than
was originally thought. All the larger
banks have now been taken over by
the government.

Brian Cowan, the Taoiseach
(pronounced t-schock), or prime
minister, announced that the people
of Ireland will have to pay higher
taxes. And many people who work
for the government will lose their
jobs. These measures, he says, are
necessary to help the country pay
back all the money it has had to bor-
row to save its banks.

On 27th November, the day be-
fore the bail-out plan was agreed,
around 50,000 people took part in a
demonstration in Dublin, the capital
city. They are angry with their gov-
ernment. The demonstrators claim
the Irish people are being forced to
pay for the banks’ problems. They
say it’s the government’s fault, as it
should have stopped the banks from
borrowing and lending so much
money in the past. &

RoMANS IN CHINA?

Scientists in China have announced
the results of DNA tests on people
who live in a Chinese village called
Ligian. They claim the tests show
many are descended from people
who originally came from Europe.
Some believe the tests prove
many of the villagers are descended

from a group of Roman soldiers.
This ‘lo